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no doubt marks the time when it was determined to
emphasize in a special manner the triumph of the house
of York in the person of Edward, and to do away, so
far as the great seal and the coinage was affected, with
all reminiscences of the house of Lancaster; for although
the red rose was the emblem of the latter, it never
appears to have been used as such in ornament, the
fleur-de-lys being always employed as the emblem of
Henry VI, so far at least as the coinage is concerned.
We may therefore, I think, safely assume that it was
at this period that the rose, as the recognized emblem
of the house of York, was adopted as the mint-mark on
all the coins, the cross mint-mark (whether of the fleury
or plain type), together with all other emblems or marks
connected with the coins of the previous reign, being
entirely superseded. Under the date of 1461, Kuding
says: "The continuator of the History of Cropland re-
lates that the money, both gold and silver, of the three
Henrys was now changed and recoined, in order that
the name of Henry might be erased from it." Although
this statement is evidently not strictly accurate as re-
gards the reeoining of the money of the Henrys, it most
probably has reference to the change effected by the
introduction of the rose (the badge of the house of York)
as a general mint-mark on all the coins, and the ex-
clusion of Henry VFs badge of the lys, which must have
been continued by inadvertence during the first ten
unsettled months of Edward's reign. No doubt in times
when few could read, these emblems or badges counted
for more in the eyes of the masses than we may now
imagine, and the removal of the emblem of the former
king, and the substitution of that of his successful rival,
may have been likely to appeal more forcibly to the